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The decision to open or close the school due to extreme bad weather will be made by the head teacher by referring to the following guidance: 

‘Opening schools in extreme bad weather. A guide to schools.’ 

 Information document No: 093/2010

Date of issue: December 2010

1 .To open the school, a detailed risk assessment will be carried out which include considerations of the following: 
a) Is the building accessible?
b) Are there any areas within the school locality especially impassable or dangerous in times of extreme bad weather?
c) Are vehicle routes into the school grounds passable?

d) Are pedestrian routes on the school grounds passable?

e) Can the head teacher gain enough teaching and/or supervisory staff to operate safely?

f) Is the school appropriately heated?

g) Are water systems working appropriately? (Welfare)

2. To keep the school open, the following will be considered:

a) Can the level of heating be maintained throughout the school day/week?

b) Can people movement be minimised between school buildings, if access and egress is made externally?

c) Restriction of outside play would limit the snow/ice from becoming compacted, and therefore more dangerous.

d) Can the school grounds be maintained to effect opening the following day?

e) Monitor the weather situation locally and through the media (Met Office).

f) Maintain ongoing communication with school transport companies.

g) Are maintenance materials and personnel available to ensure the school can eliminate, reduce or isolate risk throughout the school day?

h) To potentially free up staff to support the rest of the school- Nursery will not open. 

I) With reduced staffing, the planned curriculum would not be followed. 

3. The school will ensure that the following preventative measures are in place:

a) The head teacher ensures that a risk assessment is in place which considers the foreseeable risks of extreme bad weather.

b) There is a system for communicating with caretakers, maintenance staff, teachers and other supervisory staff to establish their means of accessing the school at the time of extreme bad weather.
c) Areas of the school that would retain water, snow or ice more than others have been noted. 
d) Stocks of salt/grit adequate for the time of year and foreseeable weather.

e) Access points into buildings have the means for persons to wipe off water, snow or ice from their shoes, boots, etc.
f) There is a system for communicating with parents the decisions taken. 

Before the closure of the school due to point (1d) the following will be considered by the head teacher: 

Can the school be partially opened i.e. Junior / infants/ Nursery class?
Can the school start time be altered to ensure the arrival of staff i.e. staggered start?

Expectation of staff

The head teacher should be notified as soon as possible if a member of staff is unable to travel. 
If snow fall is forecast, staff should make reasonable provision to facilitate access to main roads i.e. park closer to main road. 

Staff will be expected to use public transport if in operation and within reasonable distance. 
Expectation of Parents

Parents need to take responsibility to ensure the smooth running of the contact list.

Parents should ensure that contact details are up to date. 

Due care and attention should be taken when arriving at school by car and on foot, following designated routes.

If the school is open, all reasonable effort should be made to attend. 

Parents should monitor the weather situation locally and through the media (Met Office) and use their judgements depending on their circumstances i.e. work commitments and home location. 
Agreed by the governing body on:  ____________________________________
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Chair of governors:                                                   Headteacher: 
Review Date: ________________________________________
